
Don Quixote 

 The ballet, Don Quixote, is based on the famous novel by Miguel Cervantes called Don 

Quixote de la Mancha. It is not the entire story by Cervantes but episodes of it as the Cervantes 

novel is quite long. The ballet premiered at the Ballet of the Imperial Bolshoi Theatre in 

Moscow, Russia on December 26, 1869. It was originally choreographed by Marius Petipa who 

is also known for his choreography of The Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker and the revival of 

Giselle.  There were earlier versions of the ballet that were created but the one choreographed by 

Petipa has been the most famous. The music for Don Quixote was composed by Ludwig Minkus. 

 Don Quixote is a story about a dreamer. Don Quixote is obsessed with medieval stories 

and often daydreams of chivalrous knights, fantastical creatures, and great giants. His greatest 

daydream is of his one true love, Dulcinea. He believes Dulcinea to be a great beauty and very 

noble making her almost godlike. Don Quixote wants to have adventures and he tells his servant, 

Sancho Panza, that he is going to become a knight. He outfits himself with armor and heads out 

to find adventure with Sancho Panza, as his squire, and his trusty horse, Rocinante.  

 The story continues in a marketplace in Barcelona where there are festivities and dancing 

happening. The innkeeper’s daughter, Kitri, has snuck out of the house to meet her love, Basilio. 

They are caught by her father, Lorenzo, and he forbids Kitri to see Basilio. Lorenzo then tells his 

daughter that a man named Gamache has asked to marry her and he, Lorenzo, has accepted for 

her.  As this is all happening, Don Quixote arrives at the inn and sees Kitri. He believes her to be 

his dream love, Dulcinea. During the commotion of the festivities, Kitri and Basilio run away. 

But Lorenzo, Don Quixote, and Gamache notice they have gone and all decide to pursue them. 

 Kitri and Basilio have snuck into a gypsy camp. They explain their predicament to the 

gypsies who agree to help them hide out. When their pursuers, Lorenzo, Don Quixote and 

Gamache enter the camp the gypsies put on a puppet show to distract them.  As he is watching 

the show, Don Quixote believes that his love, Dulcinea, is one of the puppets and is being 

attacked by the puppet soldiers. Don Quixote destroys the puppets in order to defend his love. 

This causes everyone in the camp to scatter.   

As he is kneeling down to give thanks for his victory, Don Quixote sees the moon and 

believes it to be Dulcinea and he tries to get to her. As he is walking towards the moon he 

stumbles upon a windmill that he mistakes to be a giant. He takes out his spear to defend his love 

and gets caught up in the blades of the windmill. Exhausted from his battles, Sancho helps get 

Don Quixote to the forest where he falls asleep. There he dreams of dyrads and maidens and his 

love Dulcinea. As he reunites with her in the dream, he awakens. 

Sancho brings Don Quixote to a tavern where Kitri and Basilio already are. Also there are 

Lorenzo and Gamache . Kitri and Basilio beg Lorenzo to allow them to be married but he 

refuses. Basilio threatens to harm himself, which he does. With his dying wish he begs Lorenzo, 



again, to allow him to marry Kitri. Lorenzo agrees and Basilio pops up, good as new. It was all 

fake! The story ends with the wedding of Kitri and Basilio, where Don Quixote is the guest of 

honor. There is much dancing and joy and at the end of the festivities the knight and his squire 

continue on their adventures.   

  

  


