
Coppélia 

Coppélia premiered on May 25, 1870 at the Théâtre Impérial l'Opéra in Paris, 
France. It went on to become the most performed ballet at the Opéra with over 
500 performances. Originally choreographed by Arthur Saint Leon with music 
composed by Leo Delibes, the story of Coppélia was based on two stories by a 
German author by the name of E.T.A. Hoffman: “The Sandman” and “The Doll”. 


The story of Coppélia is full of magic and comedy:


 Dr. Coppélius has made a life-like doll called Coppélia. She is so life-like that a 
young man named Franz falls in love with her when he sees her reading on the 
balcony of the toy shop. However, Franz is engaged to be married to someone 
else. His fiancées name is Swanhilda and she becomes upset when she finds 
out that Franz has possibly fallen in love with someone else. Neither Franz nor 
Swanhilda know that Coppélia is a doll. 


One day, as Dr. Coppélius is leaving his toy shop, he drops his keys to the shop 
without realizing. Swanhilda finds the keys and she and her friends enter the toy 
shop. When they enter, they see it is full of people. Quickly they realize that all 
the “people” are dolls. The girls decide to wind up all the dolls to watch them 
move. This creates quite a mess in the toy shop. Soon Dr. Coppélius returns to 
the toy shop to find it in disarray. He furiously tells all the girls to leave however 
Swanilda hides in the alcove where Coppélia is kept.


Meanwhile, Franz has climbed up a ladder to Coppélia’s balcony to swear his 
love to her. He is also caught by Dr. Coppélius who gives the young man several 
drinks until he passes out.


While hiding, Swanhilda decides to trade places with Coppélia. She puts on the 
dolls clothes and proceeds to dance around tricking Dr. Coppélius into thinking 
that his doll has come to life. When Franz awakens the two run out as Dr. 
Coppélius realizes what has happened.


The story ends with Franz and Swanhilda’s wedding. Dr. Coppelius appears, 
claiming that they have damaged his toy shop and he wants them to pay. He is 
instead paid gold by the mayor of the town thus leaving Fran and Swanhilda to 
be married. The whole town celebrates the marriage by dancing. 


The principle role of Swanhilda was originally played by 16-year-old Giuseppina 
Bozzacchi. This was her first and only role performed onstage.  Other famous 
dancers who have performed in Coppélia include Isadora Duncan, Natalia 
Makarova, Gelsey Kirkland, and Mikhail Baryshnikov.
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